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‘‘To our team, I want to say thank you for 

not giving up,’’ he said. ‘‘It would have been 
so easy to quit after going 0–4, but you 
didn’t. The biggest lesson is not to give up.’’

‘‘I’m proud to be your coach.’’
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TRIBUTE TO RAYMON AYALA 

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 11, 2000

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to a unique and outstanding American, 
Norteno artist and five-time Grammy Award 
nominee Raymon Ayala, who is one of the 
most popular artists in regional Mexican music 
today. He celebrates his birthday today, and I 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in offering him our good wishes. 

Ayala, who began his exemplary career at 
the age of 18, has been one of the great en-
tertainers of his generation. His skill at the 
Mexican ‘‘canjunto’’ music (music with an ac-
cordion base) is unparalleled in the industry. 
His steady rise and his continuous output of 
inclusive music has made him a favorite of 
fans throughout the Southwest and in Mexico. 

In the 30 years that Raymon Ayala has 
graced the charts, he has recorded over 75 al-
bums, never straying from his canjunto roots. 

Ayala’s success has turned on precisely the 
same elements that ensure the success of any 
musician in the industry: a straightforward 
style, balanced music, and lyrics with univer-
sally understood themes. His music touches 
on tragedy, loneliness, broken relationships, 
and experiencing love in all its complicated 
nuances . . . the sort of music that appeals to 
all music lovers, regardless of their favorite 
format. 

Raymon has taken great care to ensure that 
the material on his albums reflects the excel-
lence that has been his lifelong trademark. I 
ask my colleagues to join me in wishing this 
talented patriot a happy birthday.
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AMERICAN HOMEOWNERSHIP AND 
ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY ACT OF 
2000

SPEECH OF 

HON. PATSY T. MINK 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2000

Mrs. MINK of Hawaii. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of H.R. 5640, especially subtitle B of 
title V. The title expands housing assistance 
for native Hawaiians by extending to them the 
same types of Federal housing programs 
available to American Indians and Alaska Na-
tives. The provision authorizes appropriations 
for block grants for affordable housing activi-
ties and for loan guarantees for mortgages for 
owner- and renter-occupied housing. It author-
izes technical assistance in cases where ad-
ministrative capacity is lacking. The block 
grants would be provided by the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development to the De-
partment of Hawaiian Home Lands of the gov-
ernment of the State of Hawaii. 

This is the fourth time this year that the 
House will consider a bill containing these im-
portant provisions for Native Hawaiian hous-
ing. 

I thank the chairman of the Banking Com-
mittee [Mr. LEACH], ranking member [Mr. LA-
FALCE], the chairman of the Housing Sub-
committee [Mr. LAZIO], and the ranking mem-
ber of subcommittee [Mr. FRANK] and the gen-
tleman from Indiana [Mr. BEREUTER] for their 
assistance in incorporating the provisions for 
native Hawaiian housing in the bill. they have 
worked tirelessly to craft a bill that both 
Houses can support so that Congress will be 
able to enact a housing bill this year. 

Passage of this bill is critical because within 
the last several years, three studies have doc-
umented the housing conditions that confront 
native Hawaiians who reside on the Hawaiian 
home lands or who are eligible to reside on 
the home lands. 

In 1992, the National Commission on Amer-
ican Indian, Alaska Native, and Native Hawai-
ian Housing issued its final report to Con-
gress, ‘‘Building the Future: A Blueprint for 
Change.’’ In its study, the Commission found 
that Native Hawaiians had the worst housing 
conditions in the State of Hawaii and the high-
est percentage of hopelessness, representing 
over 30 percent of the State’s homeless popu-
lation. 

In 1995, the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development issued a report enti-
tled, ‘‘Housing Problems and Needs of Native 
Hawaiians.’’ This report contained the alarm-
ing conclusion that Native Hawaiians experi-
ence the highest percentage of housing prob-
lems in the Nation—49 percent—higher than 
that of American Indians and Alaska Natives 
residing on reservations (44 percent) and sub-
stantially higher than that of all U.S. house-
holds (27 percent). The report also concluded 
that the percentage of overcrowding within the 
Native Hawaiian population is 36 percent com-
pared to 3 percent for all other U.S. house-
holds. 

Also, in 1995, the Hawaii State Department 
of Hawaiian Home Lands published a Bene-
ficiary Needs Study as a result of research 
conducted by an independent research group. 
This study found that among the Native Ha-
waiians population the needs of Native Hawai-
ians eligible to reside on the Hawaiian home 
lands are the most severe. 95 percent of 
home lands applicants (16,000) were in need 
of housing, with one-half of those applicant 
households facing overcrowding, and one-third 
paying more than 30 percent of their income 
for shelter. 

H.R. 5640 will provide eligible low-income 
Native Hawaiians access to Federal housing 
programs that provide assistance to low-in-
come families. Currently, those Native Hawai-
ians who are eligible to reside on Hawaiian 
home lands but who do not qualify for private 
mortgage loans, are unable to access such 
Federal assistance. 

I look forward to enactment of the bill be-
cause it is so important to the native people of 
Hawaii.

BUSH VERSUS GORE IN THE U.S. 
SUPREME COURT 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 11, 2000

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I submit the 
following articles, which appeared in the New 
York Times on December 11, 2000 and the 
Washington Post on December 9, 2000, into 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

[From the New York Times, Dec. 11, 2000] 

TO ANY LENGTHS

(By Bob Herbert) 

And so the Supreme Court intervened, not 
with wisdom and grace but with a clumsily 
wielded hammer, to protect the interests of 
George W. Bush and the Republicans by 
thwarting any further movement in the 
Florida vote toward Al Gore. 

Mr. Bush and his party have made it clear 
to the country and the world that their 
greatest fear—the scenario they dread above 
all others—is that somehow, someway, all of 
the votes legally cast in Florida would actu-
ally be counted. 

They have demonstrated their willingness 
to go to almost any lengths to prevent that 
from happening. And that resolve was given 
the unfortunate imprimatur of the nation’s 
highest court on Saturday when, in a 5- to-
4 decision, the court ordered the hand re-
counts in Florida to stop. 

But the Bush team’s appeal to the U.S. Su-
preme Court, which will hear oral arguments 
this morning, is just one prong of the 
G.O.P.’s dangerous assault on the spirit of 
democracy that has served this nation so 
well for so long. The truth is that while Mr. 
Bush and the Republicans will be more than 
happy to accept a final Supreme Court ruling 
in their favor, they are already prepared to 
take extraordinary steps to circumvent a 
ruling that goes against them. 

In short, they are not willing to accept any 
set of circumstances that would result in Al 
Gore winning the White House. 

Former Secretary of State James Baker 
was asked on ‘‘Meet the Press’’ yesterday if 
the Bush campaign would accept the results 
of a recount in Florida if, after hearing the 
arguments today, the Supreme Court ordered 
the recount to resume. 

Mr. Baker told the moderator, Tim 
Russert, ‘‘Of course we’ll begin the recount 
again if that’s the ruling of the United 
States Supreme Court.’’

Mr. Russert said, ‘‘And will you abide by 
the result?’’

Mr. Baker, clearly uncomfortable with the 
question, said ‘‘Well, I’m not sure I under-
stand what you mean, ‘Will we abide by the 
result?’ The result will be there.’’

Mr. Baker knows as well as anyone that 
the Republican-controlled Florida Legisla-
ture is poised to trash any semblance of jus-
tice and fair play by designating its own 
slate of 25 presidential electors committed to 
Mr. Bush if, under any scenario, Al Gore 
wins the popular vote in Florida. 

Mr. Baker said of the Legislature, ‘‘They 
have an interest here that is a constitutional 
interest granted to them under Article 2 of 
the Constitution, and it is not up to me or 
anybody else to rule that out or rule it in.’’

Mr. Russert said: ‘‘But your campaign has 
been working in concert with them, giving 
them legal advice. Both sides admit it.’’
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